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DETAILED ACTION 

i> Claims 1*12 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

2> Applicant has not complied with one or more conditions for receiving the benefit 
of an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120 as follows: The later-filed application must be an 
application for a patent for an invention which is also disclosed in the prior application (the 
parent or original nonprovisional application or provisional application; the disclosure of the 
invention in the parent application and in the later-filed application must be sufficient to 
comply with the requirements of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12. See Transco Products, 
Inc. F. Performance Contracting, Inc, 38 F.3d 551, 32 USPQZd 1077 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

The instant application incorporates a user configuration file for affecting power- 
control ports and its associated functionality which Examiner was unable to locate in 
applications 09/732/557, 09/375,471, or 09/685,436 (now patent 5.949.974). As such, the 
priority date is considered 06/26/2001. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3> The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4> Claims 1, 2 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weiss et al, U.S Patent No. 6.496.103 ["Weiss"], in view of Nierlich et al, U.S Patent No. 
6.519.509 ["Nierlich"]. 

5> As to claim 1, Weiss discloses a reconfigurable network-equipment power- 
management system, comprising: 

a power-controller device having a serial interface for communicating with a user, and 
a plurality of power-control ports that are able to interrupt operating power to a 
corresponding plurality of co-located computer data network appliances [abstract | Figure 1 | 
Figure 2 I column 5 «lines 32'44»]; 

a user configuration file for affecting said plurality of power-control ports [column 4 
«lines 64'67» | column 5 «lines 53'59» where: the stored information in the network device is 
analogous to configuration information stored in a configuration file]; 

a memory disposed in the power-controller device for storage of user configuration 
information [Figure 2 «item 40»]; and 

a file transfer mechanism for importing the user configuration file via said serial 
interface [abstract | column 4 «lines 64-67»]. 

Weiss does not disclose that the user configuration file is exported to the user. 

6> Nierlich discloses a configurable network-equipment power management system 
comprising a file transfer mechanism for exporting user configuration files to the user via 
said serial interface [abstract | column 5 «lines 5i-62» | column 6 «lines 35-40 and 58-65» 
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where: Nierlich' s Ei-2000 is comparable to the user that receives the exported config files and 
the management device 10 is analogous to the power controller]. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Nierlich's file exporting functionality into 
Weiss's file transfer mechanism for the obtained advantage of allowing real-time control 
over the managed network devices as taught by Nierlich [column 2 «lines 56-6i»], 

7> As to claim 2, Weiss discloses the system of claim 1, further comprising: 

a computer data network interfaced to support the file transfer mechanism and 
communication with a user at a remote location [Figure 1 «item i8»]. 

8> As to claim 10, Weiss discloses a method for managing user configuration data in a 
reconfigurable network-equipment power-management system, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

operating a plurality of power-control ports such that they are dependant on a user 
configuration file [Figure 1 «item 2» | Figure 2 | column 7 «lines 6-23»]; and 

uploading a copy of said user configuration file over a data communication channel 
[column 5 «line 65» to column 6 «line I3»]. 

Weiss does not disclose downloading a substitute user configuration file over said 
data communication channel to replace said user configuration file. 



9> Nierlich discloses downloading a substitute user configuration file over said data 
communication channel to replace said user configuration file [column 5 «lines 49-6o» | 
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column 10 «lines 32'36»], It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate Nierlich's configuration file substitution functionality into Weiss' power 
management system for the obtained advantage of being able to update the user 
configuration information stored in Weiss' power controller. 

io> Claims 3-9, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weiss and Nierlich, in further view of Pitt et al, U.S Patent No. 5.717.934 ["Pitt"]. 

n> Pitt was cited by Applicant in IDS #4, dated 2.5.2004. 

I2> As to claim 3, Weiss does not disclose the system comprising a command mechanism 
for recognizing a user command to upload the user configuration file from the memory to a 
destination. 

I3> Pitt discloses a system comprising a command machismo for recognizing a user 
command to upload the user configuration file from the memory to a destination [column 2 
«lines 44'56» where: Pitt's user interface is comparable to a command mechanism]. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include Pitt's command mechanism in 
Weiss' power management system to allow for user configurability and storage of user 
configurations at a central location such as a server. 
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I4> As to claim 4, Weiss does not disclose the system comprising a command mechanism 
for recognizing a user command to download a substitute user configuration file to the 
memory from a source. 

I5> Nierlich discloses a system comprising a command mechanism to download a 
substitute user configuration file to the memory from a source [column 5 «lines 49-6o» | 
column 10 «lines 32~36» where: the Ei-2000 is analogous to a power controller and the 
management device represents the source]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate Nierlich's command mechanism and file download 
functionality into Weiss' power management system for the obtained advantage of being 
able to update the user configuration information in Weiss' system. 

i6> Pitt discloses including user command recognition to allow an administrator to 
configure the operation in an power management system [column 2 «lines 3°'33»]- It would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to have reasonably inferred that the 
downloading and updating of the user configuration file would be based on a user command 
to allow for an administrator to monitor and configure the power management operations. 

i7> As to claim 5, Weiss does disclose a system with a transfer mechanism but does not 
specifically disclose checking the integrity of a substitute user configuration file downloaded 
to the memory, and for rejecting a corrupted file transfer. 
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i8> Nierlich discloses downloading a substitute configuration file to a memory [column 5 
«lines 47'6o»], It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate 
Nierlich's file download functionality into Weiss to allow a user to update configuration files 
located in Weiss' switching device. 

Nierlich does not disclose performing an integrity check on the configuration file. 

i9> Pitt discloses checking the integrity of a substitute user configuration file, and for 
rejecting a corrupted file transfer [column 2 «lines 48-56» | column 4 «lines 53*65» where: 
while Pitt discloses performing the validation of the substitute file before transmitting the 
file, it would have been obvious for the validation to occur at either end of the transmission, 
including after the file has been transferred. Such a technique is well known in the art.]. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Pitt's file error 
checking functionality into Weiss's system to ensure that the power configuration 
information transferred in the system will work properly with the managed network devices. 

20> As to claim 5, Weiss does disclose a system with a transfer mechanism but does not 
specifically disclose checking the integrity of a substitute user configuration file downloaded 
to the memory, and for adopting for use an acceptable file transfer. 



2i> Nierlich discloses downloading a substitute configuration file to a memory [column 5 
«lines 47-6o»], It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate 
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Nierlich's file download functionality into Weiss to allow a user to update configuration files 
located in Weiss' switching device, 

Nierlich does not disclose performing an integrity check on the configuration file. 

22> Pitt discloses checking the integrity of a substitute user configuration file 
downloaded, and for adopting for use an acceptable file transfer [column 2 «lines 48-55» | 
column 4 «line 66» to column 5 «line 4» where: while Pitt discloses transmitting the file after 
performing the integrity check, it would have been obvious to perform the integrity check 
after the file was downloaded to the memory. Such a technique of error checking at both ends 
of a file transmission is well known in the art]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Pitt's file error checking functionality into Weiss's 
system to ensure that the power configuration information transferred in the system will 
work properly with the managed network devices. 

23> As to claim 7, Weiss does not disclose a system comprising an editor for constructing 
a substitute user configuration file for downloading to the memory. 

24> Pitt discloses a system comprising an editor for constructing a substitute user 
configuration file for downloading to the memory [column 4 «lines 34~52»]. It would have 
been obvious to incorporate Pitt's editor into Weiss's system to give users the ability to 
configure the information that is used to manage the power usage of the network devices. 
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25> As to claim 8, Weiss discloses configuration information used to control said plurality 
of power-control ports [Figure 1] but does not disclose a system comprising an editor for 
modifying said user configuration file into a substitute user configuration file for 
downloading to the memory. 

26> Pitt discloses an editor for modifying said user configuration file into a substitute user 

1 

configuration file for downloading to the memory [column 4 «lines 34~52» | claims 1 and 2]. It 
would have been obvious to incorporate Pitt's editor into Weiss's system to give users the 
ability to configure the information that is used to manage the power usage of the network 
devices. 

27> As to claim 9, it does not teach or further define over the limitations of claims 2-8. 
Therefore, claim 9 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 2-8, supra . 

28> As to claim 11, Weiss does not disclose a method further comprising the step of 
checking the integrity of said user configuration file and aborting if corrupted. 

29> Pitt discloses a method comprising the step of checking the integrity of said user 
configuration file and aborting if corrupted [column 2 «lines 48~56» | column 4 «lines 53'65»]. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Pitt's file error 
checking functionality into Weiss's system to ensure that the power configuration 
information transferred in the system will work properly with the managed network devices. 
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30> As to claim 12, Weiss does not disclose a method further comprising the step of 
checking the integrity and adopting it for use if not corrupted. 

3i> Pitt discloses a method comprising the step of checking the integrity and adopting it 
for use if not corrupted [column 2 «lines 48-55» | column 4 «line 66» to column 5 «line 4»]. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Pitt's file error 
checking functionality into Weiss's system to ensure that the power configuration 
information transferred in the system will work properly with the managed network devices. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Stein, U.S Patent No. 6.029.092 - [abstract - remote power management of 
appliances]; 

Sugahara et al, U.S Patent No. 6.408.395 - [abstract - remote power save method and 
system]; 

Togawa, U.S Patent No. 6.715.088 - [abstact - controlling the power consumption of 
network connected apparatuses]. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dohm Chankong whose telephone number is (571)272-3946. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (703)305-8498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct. uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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